The Christian And Government

L The Authorities That Exist Are Appointed By God

Romans 13:1-5 Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority
except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists
the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves.
3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the
authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same. 4 For he is God's minister to
you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God's

minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil. 5 Therefore you must be subject,
not only because of wrath but also for conscience' sake.

II.  Submit To Every Ordinance Of Man

1 Peter 2:13-17 Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake,
whether to the king as supreme, 14 or to governors, as to those who are sent by him for the
punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do good. 15 For this is the will of God, that
by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men — 16 as free, yet not using
liberty as a cloak for vice, but as bondservants of God. 17 Honor all people. Love the brotherhood.
Fear God. Honor the king.

Titus 3:1-2 Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready for every good
work, 2 to speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing all humility to all men.

Acts 5:27-29 And when flié—y'had’fbroﬁglifthem, they set them before the council. And the high

priest asked them, 28 saying, '"Did we not strictly command you not to teach in this name? And
look, you have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this Man's blood on us!" 29

But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: '"We ought to obey God rather than men.

L. Pay Taxes To Whom Taxes Are Due

Matthew 22:17-21 Tell us, therefore, what do You think? Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or
not?" 18 But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, ""Why do you test Me, you hypocrites? 19
Show Me the tax money." So they brought Him a denarius. 20 And He said to them, '""Whose image
and inscription is this?" 21 They said to Him, "Caesar's." And He said to them, ""Render therefore
to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's."

Romans 13:6-7 For because of this you also pay taxes, for they are God's ministers attending
continually to this very thing. 7 Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due,

customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor.

IV.  Pray For Those In Authority

1 Timothy 2:1-2 Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving

of thanks be made for all men, 2 for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet
and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence.




V. A Christian May Serve In The Government

Acts 8:27 So he arose and went. And behold, a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under
Candace the queen of the Ethiopians, who had charge of all her treasury, and had come to
Jerusalem to worship, ‘

Romans 16:23 Gaius, my host and the host of the whole church, greets you. Erastus, the treasurer
of the city, greets you, and Quartus, a brother.

Acts 10:1 There was é certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of what was called the
Italian Regiment, '

Luke 3:12-14 Then tax collectors also came to be baptized, and said to him, ""Teacher, what shall we
do?" 13 And he said to them, " Collect no more than what is appointed for you." 14 Likewise the
soldiers asked him, saying, ""And what shall we do?" So he said to them, "Do not intimidate anyone
or accuse falsely, and be content with your wages."

Acts 13:7 who was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, an intelligent man. This man called for
Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the word of God.

Acts 13:12 Then the proconsul believed, when he saw what had been done, being astonished at the
teaching of the Lord.




