
Kingdom Lessons From The Sermon On The Mount 
A Righteousness That Exceeds The Pharisees 

 
Matthew 5:20 For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the 
scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. 
 
Matthew 6:33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall 
be added to you. 
 

I. Righteousness That Says And Does Not Do 
 

Matthew 23:3 Therefore whatever they tell you to observe, that observe and do, but do not do 
according to their works; for they say, and do not do.  
 
Romans 2:21-23 You, therefore, who teach another, do you not teach yourself? You who preach 
that a man should not steal, do you steal? 22 You who say, "Do not commit adultery," do you 
commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 23 You who make your boast in the 
law, do you dishonor God through breaking the law?  
 
James 1:22-25 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if 
anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a 
mirror; 24 for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 
25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful 
hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.  
 

II. Righteousness That Is In Outward Appearance Only 
 

Matthew 23:27-28 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed 
tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men's bones and all 
uncleanness.  28 Even so you also outwardly appear righteous to men, but inside you are full of 
hypocrisy and lawlessness. 
 

III. Righteousness That Neglects The Weightier Matters Of The Law 
 

Matthew 23:23-24 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and 
anise and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and 
faith. These you ought to have done, without leaving the others undone.  24 Blind guides, who 
strain out a gnat and swallow a camel!  
 
1 Corinthians 13:2-3 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and 
all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I 
am nothing. 3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to 
be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.  
 
2 Timothy 2:23 But avoid foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that they generate strife.  
 
 
 
 



IV. Righteousness Done For The Praise Of Men 
 

Matthew 23:5-7 But all their works they do to be seen by men. They make their phylacteries 
broad and enlarge the borders of their garments.  6 They love the best places at feasts, the best 
seats in the synagogues,  7 greetings in the marketplaces, and to be called by men, 'Rabbi, 
Rabbi.' 
 
Matthew 6:1-2 "Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before men, to be seen by 
them. Otherwise you have no reward from your Father in heaven.  2 Therefore, when you do a 
charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in 
the streets, that they may have glory from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.  
 
Matthew 6:5 "And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they love to pray 
standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men. 
Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. 
 
John 12:42-43 Nevertheless even among the rulers many believed in Him, but because of the 
Pharisees they did not confess Him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue; 43 for they 
loved the praise of men more than the praise of God. 
 

V. Righteousness Through The Traditions Of Men 
 

Matthew 15:3 He answered and said to them, "Why do you also transgress the commandment of 
God because of your tradition? 
 
Matthew 15:8-9 "These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, 
But their heart is far from Me.  9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the 
commandments of men.'"  
 
Romans 10:3-4 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their 
own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God. 4 For Christ is the end of the 
law for righteousness to everyone who believes. 
 
Titus 1:14 not giving heed to Jewish fables and commandments of men who turn from the truth.  
 

 


