
Judge Not, That You Be Not Judged 
 

I. Nit Picking Fault Finding 
 
Matthew 7:1-5  "Judge not, that you be not judged.  2 For with what judgment you 
judge, you will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be measured back to 
you.  3 And why do you look at the speck in your brother's eye, but do not consider 
the plank in your own eye?  4 Or how can you say to your brother, 'Let me remove 
the speck from your eye'; and look, a plank is in your own eye?  5 Hypocrite! First 
remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the 
speck from your brother's eye.   
 

II. Judging By Appearance 
 

John 7:24  Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous 
judgment." 
 
1 Samuel 16:7 But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look at his appearance or at 
his physical stature, because I have refused him. For the LORD does not see as man 
sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart."  
 
James 2:1-4 My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord 
of glory, with partiality. 2 For if there should come into your assembly a man with 
gold rings, in fine apparel, and there should also come in a poor man in filthy 
clothes, 3 and you pay attention to the one wearing the fine clothes and say to him, 
"You sit here in a good place," and say to the poor man, "You stand there," or, "Sit 
here at my footstool," 4 have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and 
become judges with evil thoughts? 
 

III. Speaking Evil Of A Brother 
 

James 4:11-12 Do not speak evil of one another, brethren. He who speaks evil of a 
brother and judges his brother, speaks evil of the law and judges the law. But if you 
judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. 12 There is one Lawgiver, 
who is able to save and to destroy. Who are you to judge another? 
 

IV. Judging Another Brother’s Personal Opinions 
 

Romans 14:1-4 Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to disputes over 
doubtful things. 2 For one believes he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats 
only vegetables. 3 Let not him who eats despise him who does not eat, and let not 
him who does not eat judge him who eats; for God has received him. 4 Who are you 
to judge another's servant? To his own master he stands or falls. Indeed, he will be 
made to stand, for God is able to make him stand. 
 
1 Corinthians 8:8 But food does not commend us to God; for neither if we eat are we 
the better, nor if we do not eat are we the worse.  



 
V. Judging That Is Not Condemned  

 
A. Exposing False Teaching 

 
1 John 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are 
of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.  
 
Matthew 7:15  "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but 
inwardly they are ravenous wolves. 
 
Romans 16:17-18 Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and 
offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them. 18 For those 
who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly, and by 
smooth words and flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple.  
 

B. Withdrawing From The Unfaithful Brother 
 

1 Corinthians 5:11-13 But now I have written to you not to keep company with 
anyone named a brother, who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or a 
reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner — not even to eat with such a person. 12 
For what have I to do with judging those also who are outside? Do you not judge 
those who are inside? 13 But those who are outside God judges. Therefore "put 
away from yourselves the evil person."  
 
2 Thessalonians 3:6 But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that you withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly and not 
according to the tradition which he received from us. 
 

C. Judging Matters Between Brethren 
 

1 Corinthians 6:1-2 Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law 
before the unrighteous, and not before the saints? 2 Do you not know that the saints 
will judge the world? And if the world will be judged by you, are you unworthy to 
judge the smallest matters? 
 
1 Corinthians 6:5 I say this to your shame. Is it so, that there is not a wise man 
among you, not even one, who will be able to judge between his brethren?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 


