
Divorce And Remarriage 
 

I. The Seriousness Of Marriage 
 
Malachi 2:14-16 Yet you say, "For what reason?" Because the LORD has been witness Between 
you and the wife of your youth, With whom you have dealt treacherously; Yet she is your 
companion And your wife by covenant. 15 But did He not make them one, Having a remnant of the 
Spirit? And why one? He seeks godly offspring. Therefore take heed to your spirit, And let none 
deal treacherously with the wife of his youth. 16 "For the LORD God of Israel says That He hates 
divorce, For it covers one's garment with violence," Says the LORD of hosts.  
 
Matthew 19:6 So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined 
together, let not man separate."  
 
Romans 7:2-3 For the woman who has a husband is bound by the law to her husband as long as he 
lives. But if the husband dies, she is released from the law of her husband. 3 So then if, while her 
husband lives, she marries another man, she will be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, 
she is free from that law, so that she is no adulteress, though she has married another man. 
 
1 Corinthians 7:39 A wife is bound by law as long as her husband lives; but if her husband dies, she 
is at liberty to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord. 
 
1 Corinthians 7:10-11 Now to the married I command, yet not I but the Lord: A wife is not to 
depart from her husband. 11 But even if she does depart, let her remain unmarried or be reconciled 
to her husband. And a husband is not to divorce his wife. 
 
Mark 10:11-12 So He said to them, "Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits 
adultery against her.  12 And if a woman divorces her husband and marries another, she commits 
adultery."  
 

II. Fornication Is The Only Grounds The Lord Allows For Divorce And Remarriage 
 

Matthew 19:3 The Pharisees also came to Him, testing Him, and saying to Him, "Is it lawful for a 
man to divorce his wife for just any reason?"  
 
Matthew 19:8-9 He said to them, "Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts, permitted you to 
divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so.  9 And I say to you, whoever divorces his 
wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery; and whoever marries 
her who is divorced commits adultery."  
 
Matthew 5:31-32 "Furthermore it has been said, 'Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a 
certificate of divorce.'  32 But I say to you that whoever divorces his wife for any reason except 
sexual immorality causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a woman who is divorced 
commits adultery. 
 
Jeremiah 3:8 Then I saw that for all the causes for which backsliding Israel had committed 
adultery, I had put her away and given her a certificate of divorce; yet her treacherous sister Judah 
did not fear, but went and played the harlot also.  
 
Luke 16:18 "Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery; and whoever 
marries her who is divorced from her husband commits adultery. 
 
Matthew 19:10 His disciples said to Him, "If such is the case of the man with his wife, it is better not 
to marry."  
 



Attempted Loopholes To Get Around Matthew 5:32 
 

I. Loophole 1. “We Are Not Under The Authority Of The Gospels” 
 

Hebrews 2:2-3 For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every transgression and 
disobedience received a just reward, 3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which 
at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him,  
 
1 Timothy 6:3-4 If anyone teaches otherwise and does not consent to wholesome words, even the 
words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which accords with godliness, 4 he is proud, 
knowing nothing, but is obsessed with disputes and arguments over words, from which come envy, 
strife, reviling, evil suspicions, 
 
John 12:48 He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him — the 
word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day.  
 

II. Loophole 2. “Baptism Makes The Adulterous Relationship Right” 
 

Acts 17:30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere 
to repent, 
 
1 Corinthians 6:9-11 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do 
not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 
10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom 
of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.  
 
Acts 2:38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
 

III. Loophole 3. “ I Am Not Under Bondage Thus Free To Marry” 
 
1 Corinthians 7:15 But if the unbeliever departs, let him depart; a brother or a sister is not under 
bondage in such cases. But God has called us to peace.  
 
1 Corinthians 7:10-11 Now to the married I command, yet not I but the Lord: A wife is not to 
depart from her husband. 11 But even if she does depart, let her remain unmarried or be reconciled 
to her husband. And a husband is not to divorce his wife. 
 
Matthew 5:32 But I say to you that whoever divorces his wife for any reason except sexual 
immorality causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a woman who is divorced commits 
adultery.  
 

IV. Loophole 4. “The Bible Is One Eternal Covenant So We Are Still Under Deut. 24” 
 
“If something is moral on one side of Mount Sinai then it has to be moral on the other side of Mount 
Sinai. If Something is moral on one side of the cross, it has to moral on the other side of the cross.” 
 
“God’s behavior law, which certainly governs marriage, is the same all the way through.” 
 
Leviticus 20:17 "'If a man marries his sister, the daughter of either his father or his mother, and 
they have sexual relations, it is a disgrace. They must be cut off before the eyes of their people. He 
has dishonored his sister and will be held responsible. 
 



Genesis 20:12 But indeed she is truly my sister. She is the daughter of my father, but not the 
daughter of my mother; and she became my wife. 
 
Leviticus 18:18 "'Do not take your wife's sister as a rival wife and have sexual relations with her 
while your wife is living.  
 
Deuteronomy 24:1-3 "When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she finds no 
favor in his eyes because he has found some uncleanness in her, and he writes her a certificate of 
divorce, puts it in her hand, and sends her out of his house, 2 when she has departed from his house, 
and goes and becomes another man's wife,  
 
Matthew 19:3-10 The Pharisees also came to Him, testing Him, and saying to Him, "Is it lawful for 
a man to divorce his wife for just any reason?" 4 And He answered and said to them, "Have you 
not read that He who made them at the beginning 'made them male and female,'   5 and said, 'For 
this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall 
become one flesh'?   6 So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined 
together, let not man separate."  7 They said to Him, "Why then did Moses command to give a 
certificate of divorce, and to put her away?" 8 He said to them, "Moses, because of the hardness of 
your hearts, permitted you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so.  9 And I say 
to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits 
adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced commits adultery." 
 

V. Loophole 5. “ God Never Commanded Divorce From Anyone” 
 
Ezra 10:2-3 And Shechaniah the son of Jehiel, one of the sons of Elam, spoke up and said to Ezra, 
"We have trespassed against our God, and have taken pagan wives from the peoples of the land; yet 
now there is hope in Israel in spite of this. 3 Now therefore, let us make a covenant with our God to 
put away all these wives and those who have been born to them, according to the advice of my 
master and of those who tremble at the commandment of our God; and let it be done according to 
the law. 
 
 
 
 


