The Desire Of Jesus Christ Our King For His Church

Jesus Our King Desires His Church To Be One

John 17:20-23 "1 do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me
through their word; 21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You;
that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me.22 And the
glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: 23 [
in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may
know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.

1 Corinthians 1:10 Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you

be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment

Unity Attained And Maintained Through Truth

Philippians 3:16 Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, let us walk by
the same rule, let us be of the same mind.

John 17:17-19 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.18 As You sent Me into the
world, I also have sent them into the world.19 And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that
they also may be sanctified by the truth.

Ephesians 4:11-15 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers,12 for the equipping of the saints for the work
of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,13 till we all come to the unity of the faith
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of
the fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness

of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him
who is the head -- Christ —

“There are two different interpretations of the church which inevitably came into conflict.
There were those who believed the church should move on with the world and adapt the
spirit of the New Testament to conditions that were ever changing, They held that when not
forbidden by New Testament, they were free to adapt their program to changing needs. On
the other hand, there were those who believed the pattern of the church was fixed for all
time, and the fact that certain things were not sanctioned was sufficient ground for

rejecting them.” (The Disciples In Kentucky, A. W. Fortunes, pp. 364-365)




Unity Attained And Maintained In Humility

Romans 12:16 Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high
things, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion.

Philippians 2:2-4 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one
accord, of one mind.3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in
lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not
only for his own ____i_nte:restsi but also for the interests of others.

Ephesians 4:2-3 with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one
another in love, 3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

1 Corinthians 8:13 Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will never again eat
meat, lest I make my brother stumble.

Seeking The Scattered Sheep

Acts 20:27-31 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy
Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with
His own blood. 29 For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in
among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also from among vourselves men will rise ap,
speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves.

Ezekiel 34:1-6 And the word of the LORD came to me, saying,2 "'Son of man, prophesy
against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy and say to them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD to the
shepherds:'"'Woe to the shepherds of Israel who feed themselves! Should not the shepherds
feed the flocks?3 You eat the fat and clothe yourselves with the wool; you slaughter the
fatlings, but you do not feed the flock. 4 The weak vou have not strengthened, nor have vou
healed those who were sick, nor bound up the broken, nor brought back what was driven

away, nor sought what was lost; but with force and cruelty you have ruled them.5 So they
were scattered because there was no shepherd; and they became food for all the beasts of

the field when they were scattered. 6 My sheep wandered through all the mountains, and

on every high hill; yes, My flock was scattered over the whole face of the earth, and no one
was seeking or searching for them."

1 Peter 5:2 Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by
compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly;

1 Peter 3:11 Let him turn away from evil and do good; Let him seek peace and pursue it.

Mattheﬁr 6:9-10 In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your
name. 10 Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven.




