
Going Forward Or Going Backward 
 

Jeremiah 7:24 Yet they did not obey or incline their ear, but followed the counsels and the 
dictates of their evil hearts, and went backward and not forward.  
 

I. Going Forward Or Backward In Our Spiritual Growth 
 

2 Peter 1:5-10 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to 
virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance 
godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 8 For if these 
things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and 
has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins. 10 Therefore, brethren, be even more 
diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; 
 
2 Peter 3:18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To 
Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen. 
 
2 Thessalonians 1:3 We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is fitting, 
because your faith grows exceedingly, and the love of every one of you all abounds toward 
each other 
 
1 Peter 2:2 as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby 
 

II. Going Forward In Righteousness To Heaven 
 

Isaiah 1:4 Alas, sinful nation, A people laden with iniquity, A brood of evildoers, Children 
who are corrupters! They have forsaken the LORD, They have provoked to anger The Holy 
One of Israel, They have turned away backward.  
 
Luke 9:62 But Jesus said to him, "No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, 
is fit for the kingdom of God." 
 
Luke 17:32 Remember Lot's wife 
 
2 Peter 2:20-21 For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the 
knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and 
overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning. 21 For it would have been 
better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn 
from the holy commandment delivered to them. 
 
Philippians 3:13-14 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, 
forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are 
ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.  
 
Hebrews 10:39 But we are not of those who draw back to perdition, but of those who believe 
to the saving of the soul.  
 
 



 
 

III. Going Forward In Growth As A Congregation 
 

Revelation 3:1-2 And to the angel of the church in Sardis write, 'These things says He who has 
the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars: "I know your works, that you have a name that 
you are alive, but you are dead.  2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that 
are ready to die, for I have not found your works perfect before God.  
 
Revelation 3:7-8 "And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, 'These things says He 
who is holy, He who is true, "He who has the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, 
and shuts and no one opens":   8 "I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, 
and no one can shut it; for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not denied 
My name. 
 
1 Corinthians 3:6 I planted, Apollos watered,  but God gave the increase. 
 
1 Thessalonians 1:8 For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not only in 
Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so that 
we do not need to say anything. 
 


