Motives

Jeremiah 17:10 I, the LORD, search the heart, I test the mind, Even to give every
man according to his ways, According to the fruit of his doings.

L The Wrong Motives For Serving God

A. What Will You Give Me

John 6:26-27 Jesus answered them and said, '"Most assuredly, I say to you, you seek
Me, not because you saw the signs, but because you ate of the loaves and were filled.
27 Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to
everlasting life, which the Son of Man will give you, because God the Father has set
His seal on Him.

Luke 17:12-19 Then as He entered a certain village, there met Him ten men who
were lepers, who stood afar off. 13 And they lifted up their voices and said, " Jesus,
Master, have mercy on us!" 14 So when He saw them, He said to them, " Go, show
yourselves to the priests." And so it was that as they went, they were cleansed. 15
And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice
glorified God, 16 and fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks. And he
was a Samaritan. 17 So Jesus answered and said, '"Were there not ten cleansed? But
where are the nine? 18 Were there not any found who returned to give glory to God
except this foreigner?" 19 And He said to him, ""Arise, go your way. Your faith has
made you well." ’

2 Thessalonians 3:10 For even when we were with you, we commanded you this: If

anyone will not work, neither shall he eat.
B. To Please People

2 Corinthians 7:10 For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not
to be regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces death.

Matthew 23:5-7 But all their works they do to be seen by men. They make their
phylacteries broad and enlarge the borders of their garments. 6 They love the best

places at feasts, the best seats in the synagogues, 7 greetings in the marketplaces,
and to be called by men, 'Rabbi, Rabbi.'

C. Because I Have To

1 Corinthians 13:3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I
give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.

1 Peter 4:9 Be hospitable to one another without grumbling.

2 Corinthians 9:7 So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or
of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.



II. The Right Motives For Serving God

1 Corinthians 13:13 And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of
these is love.

1 Thessalonians 1:3 remembering without ceasing your work of faith, labor of love,
and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our God and Father,

Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to
God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek
Him.

Acts 16:31 So they said, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved,
you and your household."

2 Corinthians 5:7 For we walk by faith, not by sight.

Romans 8:24-25 For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope;
for why does one still hope for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not

see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance.

Titus 1:2 in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before time
began,

Hebrews 3:6 but Christ as a Son over His own house, whose house we are if we hold
fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end.

Hebrews 11:7 By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved
with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household, by which he

condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to
faith.

Ecclesiastes 12:13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and
keep His commandments, For this is man's all.

1 John 4:16 And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is
love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him.

1 John 4:19 We love Him because He first lovéd us.

John 14:23 Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My
word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home
with him.

1 John 3:18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and
in truth.



