
Why Do People Leave God? 
 

Hebrews 3:12 Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in 
departing from the living God; 
 
Hebrews 10:38-39 Now the just shall live by faith; But if anyone draws back, 
My soul has no pleasure in him."   39 But we are not of those who draw back to perdition, 
but of those who believe to the saving of the soul. 
 

I. Leaving God Because Of Suffering 
 
Job 1:11 But now, stretch out Your hand and touch all that he has, and he will surely curse 
You to Your face!" 
 
Job 2:4-5 So Satan answered the LORD and said, "Skin for skin! Yes, all that a man has he 
will give for his life. 5 But stretch out Your hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and 
he will surely curse You to Your face!"  
 
1 Peter 2:19-21 For this is commendable, if because of conscience toward God one endures 
grief, suffering wrongfully. 20 For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, 
you take it patiently? But when you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this is 
commendable before God. 21 For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for 
us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps:  
 
Hebrews 12:3 For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, 
lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls. 
 

II. Leaving God Because Of The Love Of Money 
 
Deuteronomy 8:11-15 "Beware that you do not forget the LORD your God by not keeping 
His commandments, His judgments, and His statutes which I command you today, 12 lest 
— when you have eaten and are full, and have built beautiful houses and dwell in them;  13 
and when your herds and your flocks multiply, and your silver and your gold are 
multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied; 14 when your heart is lifted up, and you 
forget the LORD your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of 
bondage;  
 
Hosea 13:6 When they had pasture, they were filled; They were filled and their heart was 
exalted; Therefore they forgot Me.  
 
Matthew 13:22 Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, and 
the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes 
unfruitful.  
 
Matthew 6:24 "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
mammon. 



 
III. Leaving God Because Of The Pleasure Of Sin 

 
Luke 8:13 But the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the word with 
joy; and these have no root, who believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away.  
 
Hebrews 11:25 choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the 
passing pleasures of sin, 
 
Hebrew 3:13 but exhort one another daily, while it is called "Today," lest any of you be 
hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. 
 

IV. Leaving God Because Of False Teachers 
 
Jeremiah 23:26-27 How long will this be in the heart of the prophets who prophesy lies? 
Indeed they are prophets of the deceit of their own heart, 27 who try to make My people 
forget My name by their dreams which everyone tells his neighbor, as their fathers forgot 
My name for Baal.  
 
Colossians 2:8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, 
according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not 
according to Christ. 
 
Ephesians 5:6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the 
wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not be partakers with 
them. 
 

V. Leaving God Because Of Peer-pressure 
 
Matthew 10:35-38 For I have come to 'set a man against his father, a daughter against her 
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law';  36 and 'a man's enemies will be 
those of his own household.'   37 He who loves father or mother more than Me is not 
worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.  
 
Jeremiah 20:10 For I heard many mocking: "Fear on every side!"  "Report," they say, 
"and we will report it!" All my acquaintances watched for my stumbling, saying, "Perhaps 
he can be induced; Then we will prevail against him, And we will take our revenge on 
him."  
 
John 12:42-43 Nevertheless even among the rulers many believed in Him, but because of 
the Pharisees they did not confess Him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue; 43 for 
they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.  

 


